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not always the case in the mutual relations of foreign
wations.
Foreign politics demand scarcely any of those
^qualities which a democracy possesses ; and they
require, on the contrary, the perfect use of almost all
those faculties in which it is deficient. Democracy is
favourable to the increase of the internal resources of
the State : it tends to diffuse a moderate independ-
ence ; it promotes the growth of public spirit, and
fortifies the respect which is entertained for law in all
classes of society ; and these are advantages which
only exercise an indirect influence over the relations
which one people bears to another. But a democracy
is unable to regulate the details of an important under-
taking, to persevere in a design, and to work out its
execution in the presence of serious obstacles. It
cannot combine its measures with secrecy, and it will
not await their consequences with patience. These
^aie qualities which more especially belong to an
^"individual or to an aristocracy ; and they are
precisely the means by which an individual people
attains to a predominant position.
If, on the contrary, we observe the natural defects
of aristocracy, we shall find that their influence is
comparatively innoxious in the direction of the
external affairs of a State. The capital fault of which
aristocratic bodies may be accused is that they are
more apt to contrive their own advantage than that
of the mass of the people. In foreign politics it is rare
for the interest of the aristocracy to be in any way
distinct from that of the people.
The propensity which democracies have to obey
fhe impulse of passion rather than the suggestions of
prudence, and to abandon a mature design for the
gratification of a momentary caprice, was very clearly
seen in America on the breaking out of the French